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HARDWICKE GARDENS. » 
— 


HARDWICKE, the ſeat of 
MartTayEw RusszLL, Eſq. ſtands near 

| half a mile to the Welt of Sedgefield, 
in the County of Durham ; the ex- 
tenſive pleaſure grounds appertaining to 
which, have long been celebrated for 


the exquiſite taſte with which they are 


laid out, and the ſuperb ornaments they 
are enriched with: they contain a 
hundred and fifty acres, and were firſt 
deſigned in the year 1750, and foon 
after carried into execution, with a li- 
berality and ſpirit, which will ever re- 
Hett a luſtre on the name of the late 
Joun Burpon, Eſq. 


The entrance into the grounds is by a 
ferpentine path, leading to the 
A2 GRAND 


4 
- GRAND TERRACE, 


or principal walk, which, from its great 


extent, is well calculated to ſtrike the 
ranger with admiration; it is encloſed 
on each {ide with lofty trees, till an 


opening, on the left hand, preſents to the 


view one of the fineſt ſheets of water in 


the North of England, which covers a 


{ſpace of forty-four acres; the walk has 
a gentle defcent to a large circular 


baſon of water in the centre of it, and is 


termunated by the . | 
BATHING. HOUSE, 
an elegant building of the Doric 


Order. On the right hand of the 


Terrace, oppoſite the baſon, is a graſs 
ſlope leading to a ſpacious Bowling 
Green, on the further ſide is the 


GOTHIC SEAT, 
which is aſcended by a flight of ſteps; 
the floor is laid with black and white 
marbje, and the roof is ſupported by 
Gothic arches. 4 FI 


The Bath has an open portico in 
front, with a neat room on each ſide, 
SHES | one 
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one to ſlecp in, and the other to break- 
faſt in; in the former is a painting of 
Apollo leaning on his lyrey and the 
Mufes waſhing his feet. The bathing 
baſon is in a neat apartment through 
the portico, and is ſurrounded with. 
handſome iron rails; at each end axe 
receſſes to dreſs and undreſs in. 


From the hath the ftranger is con- 
ducted by a winding path to the 


BONA RETIRO 


or pleaſant retirement, a building in 
the rude Gothic ſtyle, in front of which 
is an extenſive canal, with a caſcade 
which falls into it, ſurrounded with 
lofty trees; altogether exhibiting a 
pleaſing picture of the taſte of former 
ages, and an agreeable contraſt to the 
magnificent and ſplendid edifices which, 
ornament other parts of the grounds. 
On entering the building, the reflexion 
of the caſcade in a looking-glaſs has a 
fine effect, affording no lets pleaſure 
than the real one, The upper room is 
fuppoſed to be à library, elegantly fur- 
nilhed with paintings and ſtucco work, 
repreſenting the heads of ſeveral vene⸗ 
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rable men, intermixed with Cupids, 

deſigned, no doubt, to ſhew that even 

in retirement from the world, love may 

ſtill hold its influence on the mind. Be- 
tween the windows are bookcaſes, con- 

taining to appearance many elegant 

books, the works of our moſt eſteemed 

authors, being a deception of the niceſt 

Kind, as they are only of painted wood, 

but fo exquiſitely finiſhed, as ſcarcely to 

be diſtinguiſhed from real ones. The 

ſtaircaſe correſponds with the ſtyle of 
the building, on each fide of which, in 
Gothic niches, are placed the Buſts of 
Maxcus AuRELIVs, Marcus Cicero, 

Sir FRancis Bacon, Sir Isaac NEw- 

TON, BoviE, and Lockxk. The win- 
dows are all adorned with painted glaſs, 
added to which, the ſituation gives it a 

fombre ſhade, peculiarly grateful in a 
building dedicated to retirement. From 
this building you are conducted through 
a wilderneſs, by a ſerpentine walk, 

which terminates with a ſtriking view of 
the lake, the tower of a mock ruin, and 
and many other pleaſing objetts, 


From the borders of the lake you 
then approach the | 
| TEMPLE 


7 
TEMPLE OF MINERVA, 


which ſtands on an elevated ſituation in 
a delightful meadow, and is ſurround- 
ed with a dry ditch and paliſadoes. 
It is of a quadrangular form, with an 
open colonade round it, the entablature 
of which is ſupported by twenty co- 
lumns of the Ionic order, and in eight 
niches are placed the buſts of Homer, 
VirGit, Horace, MILTON, SHAKES-- 
PEARE, BEN JOHNSON, DRYDEN, and 
Popk. The interior of the temple is 
eighteen feet ſquare, having an octagonal 
dome above, decorated with paintings 
by Boxnxso ; in the centre is Minerva 
with the Gorgon Shield, and Apollo 
offering her @ laurel wreath as a re- 
ward of virtue, with the Arts and 
Sciences at her feet; below, in large 
compartments, are repreſented the four 
cardinal virtues, Juſtiee, Prudence, 
Fortitude, and Temperance, with their 
appropriate emblems; in the corners, 
the four Arts, Mufec, Painting, Sculp- 
ture, and Architecture; and in receſſes 
between the windows are medallions of 
the four ſeaſons, done in Stucco, by 
Cakrisi. The buſts of SocrartEs, 
PLATO 
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Praro, DEMOSTHENES, Iulius CxsAR, 
Mancus BruTuvs, Tirus, TRAJIXN, 
and ANTON INuS Pius alſo ornament 
the building; and on the pediment. 
above the door is placed a fine buſt of 
MIN ERA. The floor is laid with mar- 
ble of various beautiful colours in Mo- 
faic work. The colonade commands 
an extenſive view of the ſurrounding 
country. | 


Soon after leaving the temple, you 


enter a ſhaded walk, A Tn, with a 


ſtone ſeat in the 4 ſtyle, within 
which are two excellent buſts of Lycur- 


_evs and LueRETIuUs. Turning frong 


this, you approach a handſome 
- GOTHIC BRIDGE, 


of one arch, from which is ſeen Neptune 
raiſed upon a pedeſtal in the midſt of a 
moſt beautiful ferpentine river, which 
winds around the gardens, with a trident 
in his hand and a dolphin under his 


feet. The bridge leads by a winding 


path to a 


MOCK RUIN, 


intended to repreſent the remains of an 


ancient. 


9 
ancient caſtle, with a round tower 
entire. 


Vou now proceed by the margin of 
the ſerpentine river to the 


BANQUETING HOUSE, 


which ſtands on riſing ground, having a 
{pacious lawn in front, and ſurrounded 


by an amphitheatre of wood. The ſtyle 


of building is ſuperb, the front is adorn- 
ed with fix pilaſters of the Corinthian 
order, a Venetian door of glaſs, and a 
window on each fide, in the Ionic order, 
with a pediment over each, - a. circular 


arch above, and finiſhed with an open 


baluſtrade: There is alſo a handſome 
bow window at each end of the build- 
ing, both of which are fimſhed with 


baluſtrades, ſimilar to thoſe in the 


front. Strangers are introduced at the 


back entrance, in order that they may 


be the more ſtruck with the magni- 


ficence and ſplendour which every where 


prevail in this noble apartment, the 


effect of which, deſcription fails to con- 
vey an adequate idea: The dimenſions 


are ſixty- two feet in length, twenty- ſix 


feet, two inches in height, and the ſame 


In 


| 10 
in breadth. The ceiling is divided into 
ſeveral compartments, three of which 
are beautifully painted, and the others 
richly gilded. The centre compartment, 
painted by Hayman, repreſents the 
Aſſembly and Banquet of the Gods, 
when the decrepid Vulcan takes upon 
him the office of the elegant Ganymede, 
and fills the cup with nettar, which with 
awkward grace, he preſents to the aſſem- 
bled Deities; the contraft between him 
and the lovely youth, makes them fo 
merry, | 151 1 
That unextinguiſh'd laughter ſhakes the 
ſkies,”” | ET ep 
The two other compartments are paint- 
ed by WALx, and repreſent, the one, 
Thetis petitioning Jupiter, that the 
Greeks may be vanquithed by the Tro- 
jans fo long as her fon Achilles abſents 
himſelf from the field of battle; the 
other, Venus, attended by the Loves and 
Graces, preſenting her Ceſtus to Juno. 
The ſtucco work, cornices, doors and 
other ornaments are highly finiſhed by 
CRT ISI, and richly gilded : around the 
room, on eight beautiful brackets 
adomed with elegant gilded drapery, 
are placed the buſts of FLORA, Sarrno, 
F as- 
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FasrixA the elder, PALLADIO, Con- 
NELA, VIRCIL, VETRUVIUS, and IN IGO 
JoxEs. Above the doors axe two 
paintings by Hayman, repreſenting the 
Marriage of Cupid aud Pſyche, and a 
Proceſſion of Bacchanals, a fragment of 
ancient hiſtory. Over the fire-place is 
a fine full length portrait of Mr Bun- 
DON, eſteemed a ſtriking likeneſs, paint- 
ed by QA DAL, a German. The chim- 
ney-piece is extremely noble, being or- 
namented with columns of jaſper, and 
marble of various kinds, beautifully 
inlaid : The grate, &c. of-poliſhed ſteel, 
are highly fimſhed, and equal in beauty 
and ornament to the reſt of the building, 
There is a ſmall room adjoining, called 


the WES 
PLEASANT RECESS. 


which is lined with green, and neatly 
finiſhed with a gilded bordering. 


After leaving the banqueting houſe 
you are condutted through a ſerpentine 
walk to the upper end of the grand Ter- 
race, nearly oppolite to that by which 
you firſt entered it ; quitting with regret 
thoſe charming ſcenes which never fail 
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tt leave a laſting impreſſion on the mo. 
mory. To deſcribe the beautiful prof- 
pects which every where preſent them- 
ſelves, interſperſed with all the variety of 


romantic ſcenery, thatthemoſt luxuriant 


fancy could contrive, would be a vain 
attempt ; imagination may form ſome 
1dea of them, which deſcription never 
can convey. There is, however, a point 
of view which may here be mentioned; 


in approaching the ruin, in one direc- 


tion, the ſerpentine river makes a ſwiſt 
turn, takes a deep channel, covered 


thick with wood on each ſide, and form- 


ing an extenſive canal, retires in long 
perſpective, which is cloſed at the extre- 


mity by the beautiful Gothic Bridge, 
when the view of its courſe is intercept- 


ed, being fo contrived as to fade away 


from the ſight. The tower of the ruin 
commands an extenſive proſpett on 
every fide; and the tower of Sedgefield 


church is a pleaſing addition to the proſ- 


pett from whatever direction it is 
viewed. 


FINIS. 


W. Elſtob, Drinker, Stockton, 
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